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A NEW AFFILIATION WITH HOPEHEALTH BRINGS PALLIATIVE CARE SERVICES
TO STURDY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL’S CRITICALLY ILL PATIENTS
ATTLEBORO, MA, November 17, 2017 – Effective Wednesday, Nov. 15, Sturdy
Memorial Hospital in conjunction with HopeHealth Palliative Care, part of the
HopeHealth family of services, will begin offering inpatient palliative care services to
patients at Sturdy Memorial Hospital, according to a statement issued jointly by
nonprofit entities.
“Touching and bettering the lives of people living with a serious illness takes
dedicated services and special support,” said Diana Franchitto, president and CEO of
HopeHealth, New England’s largest nonprofit, community-based hospice and palliative
care organization with services in both Massachusetts and Rhode Island. “We are so
pleased that Sturdy Memorial Hospital, a well-respected, well-known community
hospital chose HopeHealth to offer palliative care services to patients and their
families,” said Franchitto.
"Our collaboration with HopeHealth builds upon the Hospital’s existing
commitment to its’ patients and families to provide high quality compassionate care
along with much needed supportive services for those facing serious, chronic illnesses,"
said Robin Morris, vice president of clinical services and corporate integrity officer at
Sturdy Memorial Hospital. "Our goal is to improve quality of life for our patients and their
loved ones, by offering a coordinated, multidisciplinary team approach to managing their
care.”

Palliative care providers work with seriously ill patients and families—those
facing life-threating illnesses such as heart disease, advanced cancers, and dementia—
to ensure that their values, priorities and desires are respected and honored.
“Successful hospital-based palliative care requires mutual respect, clear
communications among all involved parties and a shared commitment to help patients
and their families achieve their desired goals,” said Dr. Jennifer Ritzau, HopeHealth’s
medical director for palliative care. “We are thrilled that Sturdy recognizes that palliative
care enhances the quality of life for seriously ill patients and we applaud them for
expanding their services to include palliative care.”
“Sturdy’s leadership and highly dedicated care team strongly support programs
that enhance quality of life for seriously ill patients and their families,” says Morris. “We
look forward to providing this vital service to our valued community of patients.”

###
HopeHealth has been enhancing the quality of life for people experiencing serious
illness and loss for more than 40 years. Today, the non-profit organization delivers a
wide range of services for people with serious illness and their families specializing in
hospice and palliative care, home health, and specialized services for dementia and
Alzheimer’s caregivers. Known nationally for its leadership in hospice and palliative
care, HopeHealth has two specially licensed hospice inpatient units. With services in
both Massachusetts and Rhode Island, HopeHealth is the largest, non-profit
community-based hospice and palliative care organization in New England. Learn more
by calling (800) 338-6555 or by visiting HopeHealthCo.org

Since 1913, Sturdy Memorial Hospital has been dedicated to providing southeastern
Massachusetts and nearby Rhode Island with a full range of inpatient and outpatient
services. Sturdy Memorial Hospital is an independent, financially stable, not-for-profit
acute care community hospital in Attleboro. Sturdy’s exceptional team of physicians,
nurse practitioners, physician assistants, nurses, and support staff are committed to
providing high quality care delivered with compassion and sensitivity. To learn more,
visit www.sturdymemorial.org or call 508-236-5200.
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